Unit 7 Instructional Strategies

A clock is a common instrument for measuring time. Learning to tell time has
much to do with learning to read a dial-type instrument and little with time
measurement.

Students have experience in telling and writing time from analog and digital
clocks to the hour and half hour in Grade 1 and to the nearest five minutes, using
a.m. and p.m. in Grade 2. Now students will tell and write time to the nearest
minute and measure time intervals in minutes.

Provide analog clocks that allow students to move the minute hand.

Students need experience representing time from a digital clock to an analog
clock and vice versa.

Provide word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in
minutes. Have students represent the problem on a number line. Student should
relate using the number line with subtraction from Grade 2.

Provide opportunities for students to use appropriate tools to measure and
estimate liquid volumes in liters only and masses of objects in grams and
kilograms. Students need practice in reading the scales on measuring tools since
the markings may not always be in intervals of one. The scales may be marked
in intervals of two, five or ten.

Allow students to hold gram and kilogram weights in their hand to use as a
benchmark. Use water colored with food coloring so that the water can be seen
in a beaker.

Students should estimate volumes and masses before actually finding the
measuring. Show students a group containing the same kind of objects. Then,
show them one of the objects and tell them its weight. Fill a container with more
objects and ask students to estimate the weight of the objects.

Use similar strategies with liquid measures. Be sure that students have
opportunities to pour liquids into different size containers to see how much liquid
will be in certain whole liters. Show students containers and ask, “How many
liters do you think will fill the container?”



